\' LANDSCAPE TECHNIQUES EVery

POOLSIDE PLANTINGS WITH PANACHE

TAKE THE MYSTERY OUT OF A SPECTACULAR SOFTSCAPE

Plantings provide the essential
contrast needed to showcase
a great swimming pool

and hardscape.
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beautiful landscape has
many important elements;
most based on contrast and
balance. Plantings provide
the essential contrast
needed to showcase a great
swimming pool and hardscape. It is these final
touches—such as softscape, decorative stone
and even furniture—that make a landscape
truly spectacular.

It takes a lot of planning to create a beautiful
garden. Foliage colour, texture, height and form
are all things to consider before the thought
of ‘flowers’ even enters the mind. Are there
views to showcase or views to screen? What
sun exposure exists? What style does the client
prefer? These questions need to be answered
long before the first seeds are planted.
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STEP ONE: TREES

All softscape planning should start with tree
selection, including both coniferous (evergreens)
and deciduous varieties. Trees add the ‘bones’
to a landscape design, providing the necessary
permanency around which the entire backyard
is built.

Choosing coniferous plants is particularly
important, since they provide year-round interest.
Due to their conical form and minimal drop
(needles fall off a little at a time during the year)
compared to deciduous trees, many conifers are
very appropriate for gardens around pools.

With careful planning and tree selection,

a landscaper can create a backyard that offers
substantial privacy and shelter for relaxing and
entertaining. Depending on the desired setting
and size of the backyard, there are a variety of




The eastern redbud, native to southem Ontario, produces a light
to dark magenta-pink flower in the spring with heart-shaped
leaves appearing afterwards.

specimens to choose from. The following are a few examples.
(Note: the maximum size of these trees will not likely be reached
for 50 years or more.)

Thuja occidentalis ‘emerald’ (emerald cedar)

Native to southeastern Canada, emerald cedar is a popular and
versatile conifer. It is typically planted in groups of three, five or
more. Capable of growing 10 to 20 m (33 to 66 ft) tall, these narrow
evergreen trees can provide privacy, soft year-round textural interest
and are well suited to small spaces.

Chamaecyparis nootkatensis (weeping nootka)

Unique form and characteristics make the weeping nootka

a wonderful specimen plant. Originally discovered on Nuchatlaht
First Nations land on Vancouver Island, B.C., this evergreen tree
can grow up to 40 m (131 ft) tall. Its open branching habit provides
structural interest, without casting a lot of shade.

Picea omorika (Serbian spruce)

With its narrow form and pendulous branching, the Serbian spruce
is yet another good option for landscaping around the pool. Native
to central and southeastern Europe, this medium-sized evergreen
tree can grow anywhere from 20 to 35 m (66 to 115 ft) high.

It also grows much shorter and narrower than its hairy, untamed
cousin, the blue spruce.

Amelanchier canadensis (serviceberry)

Native to southern Ontario and east to Nova Scotia, the serviceberry
adds colour and texture to any backyard space. The serviceberry
is a deciduous shrub or small tree capable of growing 0.5 to 8 m
(1.6 to 26 ft) tall. It boasts prolific white blooms in spring, in the
fall, it grows berries that begin red and turn blue, complemented
with crimson foliage.
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Cercis canadensis (Eastern redbud)

The Eastern redbud is another large shrub
or small tree native to southern Ontario that
offers a gorgeous spring flower show with
heart-shaped leaves appearing afterwards.
‘The Eastern redbud typically grows 6 to 9 m
(20 to 30 ft) tall, with branches spreading
approximately 8 to 10 m (26 to 33 ft), and
is often used as a specimen plant.

Cotinus coggygria (smoke bush)

More like a shrubby tree, the ‘Golden Spirit’
smoke bush can provide a great contrast to
dark-coloured evergreens with its elliptical,
bright yellow leaves. Native to southern
Europe, the smoke bush is multi-stemmed and
can grow 5 to 7 m (16 to 23 ft) tall. It is also
used as a specimen plant.

Taxus x media (spreading yews)
For a shaded area, or a spot that receives sun

from the north or east, the small evergreen
spreading yew has a soft dense habit.
Available in dark greens (emerald spreader)
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